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Governor Schwarzenegger late Tuesday announced through the media that it’s his intention to see the three day per month furlough program continue through June 2011 for bargaining units without a new labor agreement.  CAPS confirmed this decision with the Governor’s representatives at DPA who themselves were not immediately aware of it.
 
Regardless, CAPS reading of the recently adopted state budget is that it does NOT require three days of furlough from anyone.  The Governor’s authority to administer this budget extends only through the end of his term, January 3, 2011.  Thus, it would appear that this decision is an attempt to force CAPS and other groups to agree to a new labor agreement on his terms. 
 
The CAPS Bargaining Team understands the financial hardship presented by ongoing unpaid furloughs.  Every one of them is subject to these furloughs and corresponding pay cut.  So does the Governor, and that apparently is why he wants to continue them. 
 
Yet CAPS does not have a contract proposal from the Governor.  Should CAPS receive one, we will make every effort to negotiate terms favorable to state scientists.  Any such agreement would be subject to ratification by CAPS members.
 
Thanks for your support!

	 

	


