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AFSCME Internal Survey Shows Room for Significant Cost Savings in Sacramento

SACRAMENTO, CA—An internal survey by the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) has found that Sacramento could save more than $34 billion a year by eliminating the use of private contractors to perform the work of civil servants and existing inefficiencies.

More than two-thirds of survey respondents said that streamlining work processes and utilizing appropriate staff could help increase efficiency and reduce errors in the workplace.

Eliminating the use of costly private contractors could also save California taxpayers at least $34 billion a year.

That’s the amount that Sacramento spends every year paying private contractors to do jobs that civil servants can perform for roughly half the cost.

“We conducted this survey to gather the best ideas from our members in state government,” said AFSCME’s Assistant Political Director Willie Pelote. “As front-line workers, no one knows where the real waste can be found better than our brothers and sisters who are out there doing the work that makes California happen.”  

Other recommendations by AFSCME members include eliminating low-priority activities, reducing excess layers of management, and developing revenue options through improved billing and fees.

“We’re calling on state agencies and local jurisdictions to partner with AFSCME to form workplace-level, labor-management efficiency teams focused on identifying opportunities for savings and revenues and implementing solutions,” said Pelote. “We believe that these suggestions are particularly relevant in light of Governor Brown’s bid to balance the budget by realigning state services down to the local level.”

The 180,000 or so public service workers represented by AFSCME in California were asked to identify opportunities for cost savings in their workplaces or in state government through a recent survey.  

The results of the survey can be found at www.calafscme.org.
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